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ACHRI Student and Clinical Staff Research Intramural Grant Program
Goal 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital Research Institute created the ACHRI Student and Clinical Staff Research Intramural Grant Program to provide a funding mechanism for graduate students, medical students and clinical staff to stimulate pediatric research activities and help foster the career development of pediatric researchers. 
Funds will be available twice a year. A maximum of $16,000 will be awarded per year by ACHRI. The maximum amount of an award is $2,000 for a period of 12 months. ACHRI reserves the right to adjust award details accordingly.
Upon receipt of an award notification, the PI will have up to six months to set up an account and begin their research. This period allows ample time to receive IACUC, IRB, and/or any other approvals necessary.  The ACHRI Student Research Intramural Grant Program also requires that supported students, medical trainees and clinical staff submit for a manuscript publication within 2 years of the end of the budget period.
Eligibility for ACHRI Student Funded Research Grant Program 
Applicants must be a graduate student, medical student, or clinical staff (healthcare professional; for example, nurse, respiratory therapist, physical or occupational therapist) employed by Arkansas Children’s Hospital or the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and based on the ACH/ACHRI Campus. Applicants may either be full-time or part-time. Any eligible person submitting an application must apply with a research mentor/faculty member from ACH, ACHRI, or UAMS. Faculty members partnering with graduate students, medical trainees or clinical staff will assume responsibility for stewardship of funds and program compliance. Signature documentation of this agreement is required and is a part of the application (Faculty Support Form). A letter of support from the sponsoring faculty member must also be included with the application. 
Key Dates

The grants are awarded twice per year. Application deadlines are March 15 and September 15 for the ACHRI Student and Clinical Staff Research Intramural Grant Program. If the deadline date falls on a weekend or holiday, the deadline will fall on the next business day.
Application Procedure 
The applicant must submit the original plus 3 copies of his or her application to the Grants Specialist by 5 pm on the day of the deadline. The complete application (available at the ACHRI web page) consists of the following:

1. ACHRI Intramural Grant Application Form (Requires signatures.)

2. Signed ACHRI Checklist
3. Detailed Budget Form (Requires signatures. See Attachment 1 for information about approved and not approved expenses.)
4. Budget Justification Form (Requires signatures.)
5. Other Support Form (Complete one form for each intramural and extramural award that is held or that you have recently submitted for.)
6. Biographical Sketch/Continuation Page Form (provide an NIH Biographical Sketch.)

7. Abstract
8. Research Plan (use Attachment 2 for guidelines)
9. Productivity Reports (For applicants who have completed ACHRI Student and Clinical Staff Research funded projects)

10. Study Summary Form (This form applies only for proposals including human subjects clinical trials. Applicants should contact Janet Storment at 364-2760 for pricing and to complete this form.)

11. Faculty Support Form and Faculty Letter of Support

You must route your application for the appropriate departmental signatures. This process ensures both budget accuracy and departmental support for your budget. Begin routing 10 business days before the deadline date. Applicants should at least route the main application form, budget and budget justification, and the abstract. Be prepared to discuss the project details with those approving the submission. 
Reviewing and Scoring Applications
ACHRI administrative staff will forward all completed applications received by the submission deadline to the ACHRI Student Research Intramural Grant Program Review Committee. The Review Committee will consist of Amy Stalls, ACHRI Research Grants Specialist; Dr. Angela Green, ACH Director of Nursing Research; and a clinical researcher, a basic science researcher and a student/trainee. This committee will review, score and prioritize the applications. The Review Committee does not have authorization to fund grants; it simply makes a recommendation for potential funding to the ACHRI President. The ACHRI President will make the final funding decision. 
Reviewers will assign the following scores to the submitted proposals:

1. Approved for Consideration of Funding
2. Minor Revisions (reviewed by review committee chairman)
3. Major Revisions (reviewed by the full committee) 
4. Resubmit next deadline
5. Triaged: No resubmission will be accepted
Reviewers will be asked to score proposals based on the following areas:

1. Quality and Merit
2. Impact
3. Novelty
4. Valid hypothesis with the supporting evidence (if applicable)
5. Logical aims
6. Adequate and feasible procedures
7. Qualified investigators
8. Appropriate budget?
9. Applicant’s performance on past ACHRI Student and Clinical Staff Research funded projects
The Review Committee will assign a priority score from 1.0 (lowest priority score) to 10.0 (highest priority score). The committee can assign a score to the tenth of a point (for example, 9.5, 9.6, or 9.7)
Review Feedback

After the funding decisions have been made, each applicant will receive an email notification of whether his or her application received funding. Reviewer comments will be included in that notification. 
Obligations of Funded Researchers

Principal Investigators who receive funding from ACHRI must fulfill the following obligations:

1. The intent of ACHRI support is to enable researchers (graduate students, medical trainees, and clinical staff) to meet the goals proposed in their applications. Therefore, ACHRI expects supported researchers to commit to using their award with the understanding they are to fulfill the work as proposed and to use resources as approved.

2. ACHRI supported graduate students, medical trainees and clinical staff must submit for a manuscript publication within 2 years of the end of the budget period.
3. ACHRI supported researchers must submit a final progress report to ACHRI at the end of the award period so ACHRI can be communicate progress to the ACHRI President. Progress includes grants submitted and awarded, manuscripts accepted for publication, announcement of new research findings and presentations to various research groups and other audiences. All grants will be entered into a tracking program to evaluate the productivity of the student, medical trainee or clinical staff investigator.
4. ACHRI supported researchers must acknowledge ACHRI in their publications, presentations, and any press releases related to ACHRI projects. There is no specific phrase required for the acknowledgement, but ACHRI suggests the following format: “This research was supported, in part, by Arkansas Children’s Hospital Research Institute Student and Clinical Staff Research Intramural Grant Program.”
5. ACHRI commonly reports on the progress and accomplishments of its researchers to collaborating entities (both current and potential), the ACHRI Board of Directors (and those of ACH and the ACH Foundation), ACH Public Relations, and ACH and ACHRI supporters. To gather and provide this information, ACHRI administrative staff may contact current and former ACHRI student funded researchers with requests pertaining to their research and career accomplishments. ACHRI/ACH requires that it’s currently and formerly funded researchers adequately respond to these requests in a responsible, timely manner.

ACHRI will not consider any ACHRI Student and Clinical Staff Funded Researcher who does meet these obligations for further funding through any ACHRI intramural program.
Extensions and Budget Revisions
An investigator may submit a request for no more than one no-cost extension and budget revisions for an ACHRI Student and Clinical Staff Research Fund award in writing via email to Amy Stalls, ACHRI Grant Specialist. When necessary, she will forward the request to the ACHRI President. In some cases, the investigator may need to route a budget revision for appropriate signatures.
Further Information
For further information about the ACHRI Student Research Intramural Grant Program, contact Amy Stalls at 364-3627. Attachment 3 provides contact information for other ACHRI administrative staff that can assist you with various requirements of the ACHRI Student Research Intramural Grant Program application.

This attachment provides guidance regarding expenses that ACHRI Student and Clinical Staff Funded Researcher may or may not cover.

NOTE: These lists are not necessarily all inclusive. Please contact Amy Stalls (364-3627) with any questions about whether or not ACHRI Student Research funds cover any possible expense.
Approved Expenses Directly Attributable to Project
Purchase and maintenance of animals

Purchase of consumable supplies

Technical Assistance, such as support for data entry or biostatistics
Expert consultants and subjects (attach all letters of agreements from consultants to the application)
Survey support for doing the research
Poster preparation 
Not Approved Expenses

Technical assistance or other personnel

Permanent equipment (particularly large items)

Preparation of dissertation/thesis

Computers, Palm Pilots, BlackBerries, additional memory

Computer charges for library literature searches

Tuition assistance

Local meeting expenses (Food)

Student and Clinical Staff Research Intramural Grant Program

Applicants submitting a project proposal must include the following information in their research plans. The plan should not exceed 5 pages. Applicants can use no more than two additional pages for references.
a. Name

b. Title

c. Hypothesis (if applicable)
d. Specific Aims (not to exceed 3 aims)

e. Brief Background

f. Methods (not to exceed 1 page)

g. Analysis and Significance

h. Future Plans (for the project from a research perspective, include plans for the submission of your manuscript)

Student and Clinical Staff Research Intramural Grant Program

For questions about this intramural funding program, contact Amy Stalls, Grants Specialist (364-3627 or StallsAmyR@uams.edu).

Animal Subjects Testing

If you plan to include animal subjects testing in your proposed research, you must contact Blake Harrison, Director of Animal Research and ACHRI Facility Operations (364-2710 or HarrisonBlakeT@uams.edu), as soon as possible.
Budget (for Department of Pediatrics faculty and staff only)
For budgeting assistance, faculty and staff of the Department of Pediatrics can contact Renea Brazil (364-4227), Cindy Martin (364-4232), or Paula McCauley-Shelton (364-2368).

Grant Writing and Editing

If you need assistance for writing and editing your grant, contact John Gregan (364-6296 or GreganJohnA@uams.edu) or Phaedra Yount (364-2469 or YountPhaedra@uams.edu).

Human Subjects Testing (including clinical trials and hospital services)

If you plan to include human subjects testing or hospital services in you proposed research, you must contact Janet Storment, Clinical Trials Administrator (364-2760 or StormentJanetS@uams.edu), as soon as possible.

Institutional Review Board (IRB)
For questions concerning the UAMS IRB, contact Margie Brackeen, Regulatory Compliance Specialist (364-3586 or BrackeenMargieI@uams.edu).
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