Last Updated: 6/03/11

ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program:

Overview

Background

The Arkansas Biosciences Institute was created as the major research component of the Tobacco Settlement Proceeds Act of 2000, which was approved in the general election by 64 percent of Arkansas voters. Scientists with the five member organizations - Arkansas Children’s Hospital; Arkansas State University; the University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture; the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville; and the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences - focus on agriculture and basic and clinical scientific research that will lead to health improvement, especially in the area of tobacco-related diseases. As part of its enabling legislation, ABI has five research areas:

· Agricultural research with medical implications 

· Bioengineering research that expands genetic knowledge and creates new potential applications in the agricultural-medical fields 

· Tobacco-related research that identifies and applies behavioral, diagnostic, and therapeutic knowledge to address the high level of tobacco-related illnesses in Arkansas 

· Nutrition and other research that is aimed at preventing and treating cancer, congenital and hereditary conditions, or other related conditions 

· Other areas which are related to primary ABI-supported programs 

To comply with the enabling legislation the Arkansas Children’s Hospital Research Institute/Arkansas Biosciences Institute (ACHRI/ABI) Competitive Research Grant Program will provide funding for Individual Principal Investigator Support, Program Support, and Core Support proposals. Within these broad categories, researchers can use these funds for various purposes.

A. Individual PI Support:

1) New Investigator-initiated proposals

2) Support necessary to secure extramural funding for established programs (conditional grants contingent on receipt of extramural grant support)

3) Equipment, common or investigator specific

4) Bridging

B. Program Support (money for infrastructure, multiple aims, or collaborative efforts among groups):

1) ACHRI Focus Areas of Research

2) Program Development

3) Equipment, common or investigator specific

4) Bridging

C. Core Support (money for new equipment or upgraded laboratory facilities):

1) Core Laboratory Facilities

2) Core Laboratory Equipment
A Core Support proposal must be supported by multiple investigators that are from multiple sections and/or other ABI Institutions. This support must be given in writing by all participating investigators. Investigators, regardless of any concurrent ACHRI/ABI support, are eligible for Core Support of up to $125,000. 
ACHRI/ABI funds will be available for the Competitive Research Grant Program once a year. The total amount available for awards will vary from year to year. Each year, 3 months prior to the deadline date, ACHRI will release the grant competition details. This preliminary information is based on an official ABI estimate of the amount of funds that will be released to ACHRI from ABI. This preliminary information is subject to change based on the actual final amount allocated to ACHRI from the ABI. ACHRI reserves the right to adjust award details accordingly (even after the deadline date). 

The maximum amount an applicant can request for his or her proposal varies among the award categories. The award period may be up to 24 months and must be specified in the grant application.

Upon receipt of an award from the ABI program, the PI will have up to ten months from the date of the award to set up an account and begin their research. This period allows ample time to receive IACUC, IRB, and any other approvals necessary and to recruit any staff for completion of the research study. The ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program also requires supported investigators to meet specific obligations to apply for future ACHRI/ABI funds.

CTSA-ACHRI Collaborative Support

To further extend our commitment to advance ABI’s goals, ACHRI has agreed to set aside $200,000 of ACHRI/ABI competitive funds annually for CTSA-ACHRI Collaborative Support to fund pilot studies for translational research that will qualify for UAMS’ Clinical and Translational Science Award (CTSA) program. In 2009, the National Center for Research Resources (NCRR), part of the National Institutes of Health, awarded UAMS a CTSA. The overarching goal of the consortium is to transform the pace, effectiveness, and quality of translational research among UAMS and its partners, resulting in better health for all Arkansans. This goal corresponds to the goals of the ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program.  Please note that applicants will not apply for CTSA funds through the ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program, for more information on CTSA funds, please contact Amy Stalls, ACHRI Research Grants Specialist, at 364-3627 or at StallsAmyR@uams.edu.
Eligibility for ACHRI/ABI Funding
Applicants must have an MD, PhD, or equivalent doctoral degree earned at application time. Applicants should be full-time faculty or staff of UAMS or ACH, and eligibility is limited to applicants who are either located on the ACHRI/ACH campus or whose research is contracted through ACHRI.

Any researcher who currently directly benefits from non-competitive ACHRI/ABI funding, such as a recruitment package funded by ACHRI/ABI, is ineligible for Individual Principal Investigator Support and Program Support funding through the ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program unless the proposed project begins after the current funding ends and meets the other requirements of this program. Non-competitive funding of a departmental section member does not prohibit that departmental section from submitting a Program Support application as long the application does not include any individual currently supported by non-competitive funds and meets the other requirements of this program.

An investigator can use ABI funds for bridging purposes, that is, to maintain his or her research after losing extramural support. Bridging funds from the ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program have strict guidelines. Projects funded by this interim funding should assist the investigator in providing the data needed to enhance the success of applications resubmitted to the external agency within a reasonable timeframe. To be eligible to apply for bridging funds, the applicant must be an ACHRI researcher whose extramural research funding has received notice of termination or has been terminated within the last 12 months and whose submission, after having undergone rigorous peer review by a private or governmental funding agency, was either approved but not funded or received high commendation but has not funded due to established pay lines.

If you are considering submitting an application for ACHRI/ABI funds, there are restrictions on ACHRI/ABI funding of researchers and departmental sections. We intend these eligibility requirements to ensure a diverse distribution of funds to meet the various goals of the ACHRI/ABI program.

It is the responsibility of applicants to communicate with their departmental section chief of their intent to submit for any type of ACHRI/ABI funding. Likewise, the departmental section chief should be aware of the ACHRI/ABI funding status of his or her departmental section. For questions concerning your eligibility to apply for ABI support, contact Amy Stalls at 364-3627. Attachment 1 provides a list of current projects funded by the ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program.

If your department holds Program Support funding: Departmental sections cannot concurrently hold more than one Program Support grant or cannot concurrently hold both a Program Support grant and an Individual Support project. Applications are accepted with the notation that new awards will begin only upon the ending of a standing award.

If you hold Individual PI Support funding: While a departmental section may hold funding for multiple Individual PI Support projects, no individual researcher can hold funding from more than one Individual PI Support project. If you currently hold funding for an Individual PI Support project, you can submit another Individual PI Support proposal only if the funding from the proposed project begins after the current Individual PI Support project funding ends (additional requirements also apply, see below). If you hold Individual PI Support funding, your departmental section can submit for Program Support funding only if the funding of the proposed project begins after all current Individual PI Support project funding ends.

For Program Support submissions: A departmental section may submit only one application for Program Support. If a departmental section submits a Program Support proposal, all researchers who are members of that departmental section are ineligible to submit proposals for Individual PI Support.

For Individual PI Support submissions: A departmental section may submit more than one application for Individual PI Support, yet a researcher can submit only one application for Individual PI Support. Departmental sections submitting an Individual PI Support application are ineligible to submit a Program Support application.

Key Dates

The following annual key dates for the ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program will occur on the dates listed. If a key date falls on a weekend or holiday, the key date will fall on the next business day.

Competitive grant program announcement:
May 14

Application deadline:



August 1

Award announcement:



October 1

Reviewing and Scoring Applications

ACHRI administrative staff will forward all complete applications received by the submission deadline to the ACHRI/ABI Review Committee for evaluation. The committee will review and score the applications. 

During the review of ACHRI/ABI applications, the Review Committee will consider the following criteria:

A) Application of at least one of the following ABI Goals:

1. To conduct agricultural research with medical implications;

2. To conduct bioengineering research focused on the expansion of genetic knowledge and new potential applications in the agricultural-medical fields;

3. To conduct tobacco-related research that focuses on the identification and applications of behavioral, diagnostic and therapeutic research addressing the high level of tobacco-related illnesses in the State of Arkansas;

4. To conduct nutritional and other research focusing on prevention or treatment of cancer, congenital or hereditary conditions or other related conditions; and

5. To conduct other research identified by the primary educational research institutions involved in the ABI or as otherwise identified by the Institute Board of the ABI and which is reasonably related or complementary to research identified in 1 through 4 above.

B) Application of 1 or more of the following strategies and priorities of the ABI program:

1. Inter-institutional collaboration projects among research teams within the ABI group (ACHRI, UAMS, U of A Fayetteville, U of A Agricultural Division, and ASU);

2. Maximize leverage from support by the University, College, Department, Section, ACH or other outside sources of revenue; 

3. Return on the funding investment while maintaining the highest quality of scientific exploration and future potential;

4. ACHRI’s mission to improve children’s health, development and well-being through high quality research;

Projects which demonstrate application of 2 or more of these 4 strategies and priorities merit a higher preference than those that demonstrate only 1 of them.

C) Consideration of the following characteristics:

1. Quality and merit

2. Impact

3. Novelty

4. Valid hypothesis with the supporting evidence

5. Logical aims

6. Adequate and feasible procedures

7. Qualified investigators

8. Appropriate budget

9. Applicant’s performance (meeting and/or exceeding the goals and objectives) on previous ACHRI/ABI awards

The Review Committee will assign a score based on a 10-point scale. In the ACHRI/ABI scoring system, 1.0 is the lowest score while 10.0 is the highest score. The committee can assign a score to the tenth of a point (for example, 9.5, 9.6, or 9.7).

The Review Committee will review and score all applications based on the following considerations:

1. Increase of extramural submissions and awards;

2. Quality of research;

3. New jobs created;

4. Increase in the number of patents resulting from research;

5. Commercialization of research enterprises;

6. Number of resulting, peer-reviewed publications.

Application

On or before 5 pm on the deadline date, an applicant must submit the original and 3 copies of his or her application to the Grants Specialist. The complete application (available at the ACHRI/ABI web page) consists of the following:

1. ACHRI Intramural Grant Application Form (Requires signatures.)

2. Signed ACHRI Checklist

3. Detailed Budget Form (Requires signatures. See Attachment 2 for information about approved and not approved expenses.)

4. Budget Justification Form (Requires signatures.)

5. Other Support Form (Complete one form for each intramural and extramural award you hold, include no-cost extensions on currently active ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant awards.)

6. Biographical Sketch/Continuation Page Form (You can provide NIH Biographical Sketches.)
7. Letters of Support (for Program and Core Categories)
8. Abstract

9. Research Plan (Applicants must follow the guidelines presented in Attachment 3 for the applicable support category.)

10. Final Reports submitted to the ABI for previous ACHRI/ABI awards

11. Study Summary Form (This form applies only for proposals including human subjects clinical trials. Applicants should contact Janet Storment at 364-2760 for pricing and to complete this form.)

Each applicant is responsible for obtaining the necessary signatures for his or her ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program application for appropriate departmental signatures. The following forms require signatures: ACHRI Intramural Grant Application Form, Detailed Budget Form, and Budget Justification Form. ACHRI does not consider an application complete unless it has all required signatures. To ensure your application has the necessary signatures, you should begin routing these forms for sign off 10 business days prior to the deadline.
Review Feedback

After the Review Committee has made funding recommendations and the ACHRI President has made funding decisions, all applicants will receive email notification of whether his or her application received funding. To expedite the review and awards process and in response to the breadth of research applications, no written review of grant applications are available to the applicants.

Obligations of Funded Researchers

Researchers who receive funding from ACHRI/ABI must fulfill the following obligations.

1. The intent of ACHRI/ABI support is to enable researchers to meet the goals proposed in their applications. Therefore, ACHRI/ABI expects supported researchers to commit to using their award with the understanding they are to fulfill the work as proposed and to use resources as approved.

2. ACHRI/ABI-supported researchers must submit a mandatory research progress report to ACHRI annually. More frequent reports may be requested by the ACHRI President. Progress includes grants submitted and awarded, manuscripts accepted for publication, announcement of new research findings, new patents, new partnerships, commercialization of research enterprises, and presentations to various research groups and other audiences.

3. ACHRI/ABI-supported researchers must acknowledge ACHRI and ABI in their publications, presentations, and any press releases related to ACHRI/ABI projects. There is no specific phrase required for the acknowledgement, but ACHRI suggests the following format, “This research was supported, in part, by Arkansas Children’s Hospital Research Institute and the Arkansas Biosciences Institute…”

4. Each fall, ABI invites all ACHRI/ABI-supported researchers to attend its local research symposium to present their research progress and findings. ACHRI/ABI requires all of its supported researchers to participate with a research presentation or poster display. ACHRI/ABI expects its supported researchers to attend and participate in this annual meeting.
5. ACHRI commonly reports on the progress and accomplishments of its researchers to collaborating entities (both current and potential), the ACHRI Board of Directors (and those of ACH and the ACH Foundation), ACH Public Relations, and ACH and ACHRI supporters. To gather and provide this information, ACHRI administrative staff may contact current and former ACHRI/ABI-funded researchers with requests pertaining to their research and career accomplishments. ACHRI/ACH requires that its currently and formerly funded researchers adequately respond to these requests in a responsible, timely manner.

ACHRI will not consider any ACHRI/ABI-funded researcher who does meet these obligations for further funding through any ACHRI intramural program.

Extensions and Budget Revisions

An investigator may submit a request for a no-cost extension and/or budget revision for an ACHRI/ABI award in writing via email to Amy Stalls, ACHRI Grant Specialist. When necessary, she will forward the request to the ACHRI President. In some cases, the investigator may need to route a budget revision for appropriate signatures.

Further Information

For further information about the ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program, contact Amy Stalls at 364-3627. Attachment 4 provides contact information for other ACHRI administrative staff that can assist you with various requirements of the ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program application.

Category A – Individual PI Support
	Investigator
	Project Title
	Projected End Date

	Laura James, MD
	Mechanistic Examination of hrVEGF as a Treatment for Acetaminophen Toxicity in the Mouse
	10/31/2012

	Debra Jeffs, PhD
	Comparison of Virtual Reality and Passive Distraction on Burn Wound Care Pain in Adolescents
	08/31/2011

	Mohy Morris, MD
	Comprehensive Integrated Lung Function (CILF) in Infants
	10/31/2012

	Tamara Perry, MD
	Telemedicine Education for Children with Asthma
	08/31/2011

	Rosalia Simmen, PhD
	Malic Enzyme-1 and Dietary Programming in Colon Cancer Initiation
	12/31/2011

	
	
	


Category B – Program Support

	Investigator
	Project Title
	Projected End Date

	John Fowlkes, MD
	Focus Group Initiates in Diabetes and Endocrinology
	06/30/2012

	Kathleen Gilbert, PhD
	Developing an Immunotoxicology Center in Arkansas
	06/30/2012

	Angela Green, PhD
	Improving Capacity for Evidence-Based Practice through E-learning
	10/31/2012

	Jill James, PhD
	Molecular Mechanisms of Mitochondrial Dysfunction in Autism
	11/30/2011

	Todd Nick, PhD
	Pharmacogenetics and Psychiatric Drugs in Pediatric Patients
	06/30/2012

	Roger Rank, PhD
	Development and Characterization of a Model to Study the Innate Response to Chlamydial Genital Infection Independent of the Adaptive Immune Response
	10/31/2011

	Gresham Richter, MD
	Center for Investigation of Congenital Aberrancies in Vascular Development
	11/30/2011

	Jennifer Woods, MD
	CONTRAST: Adolescent Program for Identification, Management, and Improvement of Contraception and STI Services
	02/28/2012


Category C – Core Support

	Investigator
	Project Title
	Projected End Date


	None at this time.

	
	


Awards Waiting to be Released
Category A – Individual PI Support
	Investigator
	Project Title
	Projected End Date

	Gulnur Com, MD
	Longitudinal Assessment of Fat Free Mass and its Impact on Lung Health and Overall Health Metrics in Pediatric Patients with Cystic Fibrosis
	12/31/2012

	
	
	


Contact Amy Stalls at 364-3627 to confirm the status of current ACHRI/ABI competitive awards.

This attachment provides guidance regarding expenses that ACHRI/ABI awards may or may not be cover.

NOTE: These lists are not necessarily all inclusive. Please contact Amy Stalls (364-3627) with any questions about whether or not ACHRI/ABI funds cover any possible expense.

Approved Expenses

Supplies for research projects; actual research costs (highest priority)

Biostatistical Support

Equipment (must be approved via email by the ACHRI President)

Grant writing/editing for submissions, articles, etc.

Meeting expenses (food is not approved)

Office supplies (research related only)

Salary and fringe benefit (must be approved by the Principal Investigator’s department and ACHRI via the routing/signature process)

Travel (research related only)

Publication costs of publishers

Postage for submissions and in general (research related)
Tuition/Stipend (not to exceed amounts below)
Career Level




Stipend Allowed


Predoctoral



$20,772


Postdoctoral (years of experience)



0 years



$35,995



1 year




$38,976



2 years



$41,796



3 years



$43,428



4 years



$45,048



5 years



$46,992



6 years



$48,852



7+ years



$51,036

Not Approved Expenses

Any personal professional expense 

Any expense not directly related to research activity

Board exam fees

Board review courses

DEA #

Lab coats

Medical licenses

Membership dues to societies and professional organizations

Periodicals

Professional liability insurance

Subscriptions

Telephone and pager

The research plan content varies for each support category of the ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program. Applicants should review these requirements and prepare their research plans as follows.

Category A - Individual PI Support

Applicants submitting a project proposal must include the following information in their research plans. The plan should not exceed 5 pages. Applicants can use no more than two additional pages for references.

a. Name

b. Title

c. Hypothesis

d. Specific Aims (not to exceed 3 aims)

e. Brief Background

f. Methods (not to exceed 1 page)

g. Analysis and Significance

h. Future Plans (for the project from a research perspective)

Category B - Program Support

Applicants submitting a program proposal must include the following information in their research plans. The plan should not exceed 7 pages. Applicants can use no more than two additional pages for references.

a. Names of investigators

b. Title of program proposal

c. Overview and Goals of the program (not to exceed ½ page)

· Applicants should present the general problem area of study and the overall long-term objectives of the research described in the proposal. They should establish the programmatic theme and address the integration of the components, demonstrating how each individual component benefits from and contributes to the overall program. Applicants should discuss the advantages expected from a group effort (that is, how the projects are mutually reinforcing and how collectively they further the goals of the proposed research).

d. For each sub-project within the program, using no more than 2 pages for each sub-project, provide the following:

· Hypothesis and specific aims (not to exceed 3 aims)

· Brief Background

· Methods (not to exceed 1 page)

· Analysis and significance

e. Future Plans (for the program from a research perspective, not to exceed ½ page)

Category C - Core Support

Applicants submitting a core support proposal must include the following information in their research plans. The plan should not exceed 5 pages. 

a. Name of investigator

b. Title
c. Overview and Goals (not to exceed ½ page)
· Applicants should present an overview of the type of core laboratory facilities needed or the type of core laboratory equipment requested. They should address the integration of the facilities or equipment, demonstrating how the core area benefits from the addition of the new facilities or piece of equipment. Discuss the advantages of the new facilities or the equipment and how the project furthers the goals of the investigator’s research.

d. Brief Background

e. Analysis and Significance

f. Future Use and Management (for the core facility or core equipment; not to exceed ½ page)

Assistance for Developing Your Application

ACHRI/ABI Competitive Research Grant Program - For questions about this intramural funding program, contact Amy Stalls, Grants Specialist (364-3627 or StallsAmyR@uams.edu).

Animal Subjects Testing - If you plan to include animal subjects testing in your proposed research, you must contact Blake Harrison, Director of Animal Research and ACHRI Facility Operations (364-2710 or HarrisonBlakeT@uams.edu), as soon as possible.
Biostatistics – For assistance with your statistical design, faculty and staff of the Department of Pediatrics and/or ACHRI can contact Darcy Ewalt at 364-6638 or DKEwalt@uams.edu. 
Budget (for Department of Pediatrics faculty and staff only) - For budgeting assistance, faculty and staff of the Department of Pediatrics can contact Renea Brazil (364-4227), Heather Garringer (364-4232), or Paula McCauley-Shelton (364-2368).

Grant Writing and Editing - If you need assistance for writing and editing your grant, contact John Gregan (364-6296 or GreganJohnA@uams.edu) or Phaedra Yount (364-2469 or YountPhaedra@uams.edu).

Human Subjects Testing (including clinical trials and hospital services) - If you plan to include human subjects testing or hospital services in you proposed research, you must contact Janet Storment, Clinical Trials Administrator (364-2760 or StormentJanetS@uams.edu), as soon as possible.

Institutional Review Board (IRB) - For questions concerning the UAMS IRB, contact Margie Brackeen, Regulatory Compliance Specialist (364-3586 or BrackeenMargieI@uams.edu).
Web Sources for ACHRI/ABI Information
Intramural Application – Applicants must use the ACHRI Intramural Application to submit their proposals.
http://achri.archildrens.org/resources/achri_forms/Intramural%20Application.xls
ABI Abstract Form – Applicants must use the ABI Abstract form for their submissions.
http://achri.archildrens.org/resources/cumg_info/ABI%20Abstract%20Form.doc
ACHRI ABI Presentation - A video presentation by ACHRI staff on the ACHRI/ABI program is available online. Go to http://imediasrv.archildrens.org/mediasite/Catalog/. Select “Other Presentations” on the menu on the left. Type ABI in the search text window and click “Find Presentations”. Select the ABI presentation from the search results.
Arkansas Biosciences Institute – For more information about the Arkansas Biosciences Institute, visit the organization’s Web site: http://www.arbiosciences.org/
Pediatric Clinical Research Unit – Information about the PCRU is available at ACHRI’s Web site: http://achri.archildrens.org/resources/PCRU.htm
UAMS IRB – Information about the UAMS Institutional Review Board is avaialbe at its Web site: http://www.uams.edu/irb/IRB.asp
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